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Ladies and Gentlemen: 



Please accept the following as the applicants' statement as to the substance of an 
interview conducted regarding the above-identified patent application. 



(A) Application number: 10/726,771 
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Statement as to the Substance of an April 25, 2006 Interview 
Ser.No.: 10/726,771 



(B) Name of applicant: Durresi, et al. 

(C) Name of Examiner: Tu T.Nguyen 

(D) Date of Interview: 25 April 2006 

(E) Type of interview (personal, telephonic, electronic mail, or video conference): Telephonic 

(F) Name of participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

(1) Alan C. Brandt, Reg. No. 50,218 

(2) Tu T. Nguyen, Primary Examiner 

(G) Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: Yes 

If yes, brief description: Proposed Amendment C, a proposed response to the currently pending 
Office Action mailed January 30, 2006. 

(H) Claim(s) discussed: Claims 1 and 8. 

(I) Identification of references discussed: U.S. Patent No. 5,767,956 to Yoshida, Figure 1 of 
originally-filed patent application. 

(J) Agreement reached with respect to the claims: No. 

(K) Summary of interview, including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: 

Various aspects regarding Figures 1 and 2 and admissions as to prior art represented in such 
figures were discussed. The applicants' representative explained that the optical correlator 
hardware of Figure 1 was prior art, but that the functionality indicated by the output signal 135 was 
not prior art. A proposed replacement Figure 1 and new Figure 5 were discussed. The Examiner 
explained that he had interpreted the paragraph identifying Figure 2 to mean that Figure 2 depicted 
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Statement as to the Substance of an April 25, 2006 Interview 
Ser. No.: 10/726,771 

examples of signals associated with Figure 1. The Examiner suggested that this paragraph be re- 
worded to clarify that Figure 2 does not show examples of signals associated with Figure 1. 

The addition of a new paragraph to the specification which was copied from U.S. 
Provisional Patent Application Serial No. 60/430,207 was discussed. The applicant's representative 
explained that the provisional application was incorporated by reference in the originally-filed 
specification and the new paragraph did not add new matter. 

The applicant's representative provided an explanation of the invention in laymen's terms in 
order to distinguish the invention from Yoshida. Various aspects of claims 1 and 8 from proposed 
Amendment C were discussed. The Examiner suggested that further changes to claim 1 may clarify 
the difference between the "known signal" and "received signal" identified in proposed Amendment 
C. Additionally, the Examiner suggested that alternate language be used to identify the "reference 
signal." The Examiner also suggested that further changes may clarify "transmitting and receiving 
... over the optical link" with more specificity. 

The Examiner suggested that a second proposed Amendment C with further amendments to 
the claims in view of the April 25 telephone interview could be prepared and that another telephone 
interview could be scheduled to discuss the revised claims. The applicants' representative 
concurred with this course of action. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Date: ADa^ (IsAa^X^? 

Alan C. Brandt, Reg. No. 50,218 

(216) 622-8658 

(216) 241-0816 facsimile 
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Hind u. CL duOL 



Signed:^ 




PATENT 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: Durresi et al. 



Serial No.: 10/726,771 



Filed: 



For: 



December 2, 2003 

METHOD AND APPARATUS 
FOR MONITORING THE 
QUALITY OF OPTICAL LINKS 



Examiner: Tu T. Nguyen 



Group Art Unit: 2877 



Confirmation No.: 4198 



Attorney Docket No. : 1 8525.04069 



Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

STATEMENT AS TO THE SUBSTANCE OF A JUNE 9, 2006 INTERVIEW 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Please accept the following as the applicants' statement as to the substance of an 
interview conducted regarding the above-identified patent application. 

(A) Application number: 10/726,771 
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Statement as to the Substance of a June 9, 2006 Interview 
Ser. No.: 10/726,771 



(B) Name of applicant: Durresi, et al. 

(C) Name of Examiner: Tu T. Nguyen 

(D) Date of Interview: 9 June 2006 

(E) Type of interview (personal, telephonic, electronic mail, or video conference): Telephonic 

(F) Name of participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

(1) Alan C. Brandt, Reg. No. 50,218 

(2) Tu T. Nguyen, Primary Examiner 

(G) Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: Yes 

If yes, brief description: Second Proposed Amendment C, a proposed response to the currently 
pending Office Action mailed January 30, 2006. 

(H) Claim(s) discussed: Claims 1, 14, and 19. 

(I) Identification of references discussed: U.S. Patent No. 5,767,956 to Yoshida, Figure 1 of 
originally-filed patent application. 

(J) Agreement reached with respect to the claims: Yes. 
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Statement as to the Substance of a June 9, 2006 Interview 
Ser.No.: 10/726,771 

(K) Summary of interview, including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an 
agreement was reached, or any other comments: 

The Examiner indicated that the amended claims presented in the Second Proposed 
Amendment C were ready for submission in an official response to the currently-pending Office 
Action. The Examiner requested that the Remarks in the official response: i) show where the 
"reference signal" is described in the specification, ii) explain that the reference signal is not 
provided from the known signal using a beam splitter, and iii) state that any new paragraphs added 
to the specification are not considered new matter. The applicants' representative concurred with 
this course of action. 



Respectfully submitted, 





Alan C. Brandt, Reg. No. 50,218 

(216) 622-8658 

(216) 241-0816 facsimile 
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